1972. It is interesting to note that he was the fourth president of the American Orthopaedic Foot and Ankle Society and even in its nascence, the members of the Society were striving to determine a relationship with organized podiatry.
It is also interesting to note that the issues raised by Dr. Samilson 23 years ago regarding the role of podiatry are issues that have been incorporated into the recently produced position statement by the AOFAS.
In this issue, Dr. Sally Rudicel reviews the 1987 article by Weiner et al. This issue also contains letters from two leaders of the podiatric community. Weiner et al.'s article was reviewed for its timeliness in the current debate of cost of medical care. This is also juxtaposed with many issues related to outcomes and quality of care.
Publication of this review is not designed to produce a shower of angry letters from people on both sides of the issue. It is well known that there are intense feelings about this issue and that the adversarial and acrimonious environment which has existed through the years still persists in some individuals' minds. Discussion between the leaders of organized podiatry and orthopaedics is continuing and I see these discussions as only being able to contribute to better patient care. I welcome your input on this issue. Lowell D. Lutter, M.D.
Editor-in-Chief
Foot & Ankle International
